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An Chuirt Duiche 
The District Court

No. 86.3
Public Dance Halls Act, 1935

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
PUBLIC DANCING LICENCE
District Court Area of Ennis 

District No 12
Spanish Point Investments Limited 

Applicant
TAKE NOTICE that the above-named Applicant 
Spanish Point Investments Limited of 18 Ashbrook 
Grove, Ennis Road, Limerick, Ireland, V94 FF89 
intends to apply to the District Court at Ennis District 
Court on the 27 Sep 2024 at 10:30 for the grant of 
an Annual Dance Licence a Licence to use a particular 
place, to wit: LOCATION The Bellbridge House Hotel 
situate at Spanish Point, Spanish Point, Clare in court 
area and district aforesaid, for public dancing.

Dated this 22 August 2024
Signed  Cahir & Co. LLP

Solicitor for Applicant
Solicitors, 36 Abbey Street,  
Ennis , Clare

To  The Garda Superintendent,  
at CT.Clare.CE@Garda.ie,  
Ennis Garda Station, Abbey Street,  
Ennis, Clare, V95 TR83

To The Fire Officer, 
at fireoff@clarecoco.ie,  
Clare Fire Station, Ennis,  
Clare, V95 CD74

To  The Co Council Official,   
at corporate@clarecoco.ie,  
Clare County Council, Ennis,  
Clare, V95 DXP2

To The District Court Clerk,  
Ennis District Court

An Chuirt Duiche
The District Court

Licensing (Ireland) Act 1833 
Section 6

Intoxicating Liquor Act, 1960 
Section 29

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER OF A 

LICENCE
District Court Area of Ennis

District No 12
Pat Coffey as Nominee Applicant

TAKE NOTICE that the above-named Applicant 
Pat Coffey as nominee of Granahan Mccourt Trading 
Ireland Limited of 10 Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin 2, 
Dublin intends to apply to the Annual Licensing Court 
to be held at the Court at Ennis District  Court on 
the 27-Sep-2024 at 10:30 for the TRANSFER to the 
Applicant of the Publican’s Licence (7-Day Ordinary) 
licence attached to the premises known as Patrick 
Power and situate at Main Street, Clarecastle, Ennis, 
Clare in the court area and district aforesaid .

Dated 26 August 2024
Signed  Leahy Reidy Solicitors LLP  

Solicitor for Applicant
Park Manor, Upper Mallow Street,  
Limerick

To The Garda Superintendent,  
at CT.Clare.CE@Garda.ie,  
Ennis Garda Station, Abbey Street,  
Ennis, Clare, V95 TR83 

To The Fire Officer, 
at fireoff@clarecoco.ie,  
Clare Fire Station, Ennis, 
Clare, V95 CD74

To  The Health Service Executive Official,  
at pehoclare@hse.ie 

To The District Court Clerk,  
Ennis District Court

An Chuirt Duiche 
The District Court

No. 86.3
Public Dance Halls Act, 1935

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A 
PUBLIC DANCING LICENCE

District Court Area of Ennis District 
No. 12

Mark Nolan as Nominee Applicant
TAKE NOTICE that the above-named Applicant 
Mark Nolan as nominee of Dromoland Castle Holdings 
Limited of Newmarket on Fergus, Clare, Ireland, V95 
ATD3 intends to apply to the District Court at Ennis 
District Court on the 27 September 2024 at 10:30 
for the grant of an Annual Dance Licence a Licence to 
use a particular place, to wit: LOCATION Dromoland 
Castle Hotel situate at Dromoland, Newmarket on 
Fergus, Clare in court area and district aforesaid, for 
public dancing.

Dated this 23 August 2024
Signed  Cahir & Co LLP

Solicitor for Applicant
Solicitors, 36 Abbey Street,  
Ennis, Clare

To  The Garda Superintendent,  
at CT.Clare.CE@Garda.ie,  
Ennis Garda Station, Abbey Street,  
Ennis, Clare, V95 TR83

To The Fire Officer, 
at fireoff@clarecoco.ie,  
Clare Fire Station, 
Ennis, Clare, V95 CD74

To The Co Council Official,   
at corporate@clarecoco.ie,  
Clare County Council,   
Ennis, Clare, V95 DXP2

To  The District Court Clerk,  
Ennis District Court

An Chuirt Duiche 
The District Court

Licensing (Ireland) Act 1833
Section 6

Intoxicating Liquor Act, 1960
Section 29

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER OF A 

LICENCE
District Court Area of Ennis District 

No. 12
Jade Cottage Limited Applicant

TAKE NOTICE that the above-named Applicant 
Jade Cottage Limited of 3-4 Roslevan Centre, Ennis, 
Clare intends to apply to the Annual Licensing Court 
to be held at the Court at Ennis District Court on the 
27-Sep-2024 at 10:30 for the TRANSFER to the
Applicant of the Special Restaurant Licence attached 
to the premises situate at Unit 1 and 2 Roselevan
Shopping Centre, Roselevan, Ennis, Clare  in the court 
area and district aforesaid.

Dated 26 August 2024
Signed  Cahir & Co LLP

Solicitor for Applicant
Solicitors, 36 Abbey Street, 
Ennis, Clare

To The Garda Superintendent,  
at CT.Clare.CE@Garda.ie, 
Ennis Garda Station, Abbey Street,  
Ennis, Clare, V95 TR83

To The Fire Officer, 
at fireoff@clarecoco.ie,  
Clare Fire Station, 
Ennis, Clare, V95 CD74

To  The Health Service Executive Official, 
 at pehoclare@hse.ie

To The District Court Clerk,  
Ennis District Court

HAULAGE 
OPPORTUNITIES

INTERESTED PARTIES SHOULD 
APPLY IN CONFIDENCE TO:

TENDERS 2024 Kerry Agribusiness, 
Animal Feed Manufacturing Plant, 

Farranfore. Co Kerry V93AE22
not later than 

 5.30pm on Friday, September 20th 2024
Tel: 066- 9764466 

Tenders are invited for Licensed Haulage 
Contractors for the transport of Bulk Feed, 
Raw Materials, Dry Goods (Fertilizer & Bag 

Feed) and Milk Collection Ex. Farm

BULK FEED/RAW MATERIALS
Opportunities for Bulk Feed Delivery from 

Kerry Agribusiness’ Mill, Farranfore, to Kerry 
Agribusiness customers in Limerick and 

Clare. Liquid & powder raw materials from 
port to Farranfore. 

DRY GOODS
(FERTILIZER & BAG FEED)
Opportunities for transport of Dry Goods 
(Fertilizer & Bag Feed) from designated 

depots to Kerry Agribusiness outlets and 
customers in Kerry & Clare. 

MILK COLLECTION EX FARM 
Opportunities for milk collection ex farm 
in Clare and Limerick for delivery to milk 

processing plants in Listowel, Charleville & 
Newmarket. 

 Email: sales@clarechampion.ie
telephone:  065 6864153 

RYAN
FINTAN

Rahona West, Carrigaholt
Co Clare

Bríd, Tom, Muireann, the Ryan
and Hedderman families would
like to sincerely thank all of
those who sympathised with and
supported us during the loss of
our beloved Fintan. We wish to
express our appreciation and sin-
cere thanks to everyone who
attended the removal, funeral
Mass and the burial of Fintan.
Thanks to all for your lovely
messages of condolences, calls,
texts, Mass cards, online condo-
lences and floral tributes. Spe-
cial thanks to all who travelled
long distances to be with us and
to our kind neighbours, friends
and supporting community who
called to our home. Those who
couldn't be there but were there
in spirit, watched the funeral
online from near and far. Thanks
to those who brought generous
amounts of food and gifts. Much
appreciation to the Gardaí for
their support and to our family.
We would like to express our
sincere thanks to Fr Michael
Casey for his support, guidance
and visits to our home in Rahona
and for celebrating the requiem
Mass along with Fr Johnny
Collins, also to the church sacri-
stan and eucharistic ministers.
Sincere thanks to Ellie Byrne
who organised the memorial
pamphlet and singers, Colm
Browne and Alannah Murphy
musicians in providing the most
beautiful and touching send off
for Fintan, Aíne and Matt Heslin
for playing the slow air Crann
Na bPinginí, much appreciation
to the guard of honour from our
community, Seol Sionna and
Youthreach, to the traffic war-
dens at the removal and on the
morning of the funeral leading to
Kilcrona Cemetery. Deirdre and
Br i a n f o r singing a t t h e
graveside. To Tony and Imelda
Lynch and Síne of the Long
Dock who provided us with a
beautiful meal after the burial.
Finally, the family would like to
express their sincere gratitude to
Lillis and McMahon's undertak-
ers for their compassionate and
dignified manner in conducting
the funeral arrangements and
organising Fintan's final resting
place. Although it is impossible
to individually thank all of those
who helped in any way, please
accept this acknowledgement as
a heartfelt thanks. We will be
forever grateful for the kindness
shown during this difficult and
heartbreaking time.
Fintan's Memorial Mass will
be celebrated on this Sunday, 1st
September in St Mary's Church,
Carrigaholt at 11.00am.

NOTICE TO OWNERS AND OCCUPIER ROADS ACT 1993
Roadside Trees, Ditches & Hedges
Clare County Council wishes to give notice that under the terms of the Roads Act 1993, 
landowners and occupiers of land are obliged to take all reasonable care to ensure that the trees, 
ditches, hedges and other vegetation growing on their land are not or could not become a danger 
to people using or working on a public road.

Examples of hazards might be dead or dying trees, ditches or hedges interfering with traffic, 
blocking footpaths, obstructing road signs or obscuring a view of the road ahead.

You are required to fell, cut, log, trim or remove such trees, ditches and hedges – for a distance 
of 1 metre horizontally and 5 metres vertically from the edge of the road. Adequate 
signposting should be provided and the Council notified before works commence.

Hedgecutting operations, should only be undertaken outside the critical bird nesting period of 1st 
March to 31st August, unless exempted under Section 40 of the Irish Wildlife Act 1976 (as amended). 

Liability for damage or injury resulting from such hazards will rest with the  
landowner/occupier.

When cutting your hedges, care should be taken when dealing with scheduled invasive species 
subject to the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations such as Japanese 
Knotweed, Himalayan Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam, Rhododendron, Giant Hogweed and many 
more (full list of ‘Third Schedule’ plant species available at https://yoursay.clarecoco.ie/invasive-
species-clare). Please refer to Clare County Council’s dedicated Invasive Alien Species (IAS) page 
to identify, record and report problematic invasive species at https://yoursay.clarecoco.ie/invasive-
species-clare

If you do find invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed and other ‘Third Schedule’ invasive 
species on your property, the most important thing that you can do is prevent any further spread 
of the species. Do not strim, cut, flair or chip the plants. Tiny fragments can regenerate new 
plants and cause the Japanese Knotweed to spread. It is also advised not to dig, move or dump  
soil which may contain plant material as this will contribute to its spread. Please note that it is a 
legal offence to plant, disperse, allow or cause the dispersal of invasive species listed on the  
‘Third Schedule’ subject to Regulation 49 of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended). 

Report it! The location and extent of the infestation should be reported to your local Municipal 
District Office/Area Office.

Duty to Facilitate Drainage of Water From Public Roads 
Landowners/occupiers are also reminded of their duty under the Roads Act, 1993 to facilitate the 
drainage of water from public roads and also to prevent water, soil or other matter from flowing or 
falling onto public roads especially at entrances to fields and farmyards.

Failure to comply with these obligations is an offence liable to prosecution.

Unauthorised Advertising on Public Roads 
Please take notice that it is an offence under Section 71 of the Roads Act 1993, to erect, place or 
retain on a public road, a sign, vehicle including a vehicle with ‘For Sale’ signs, or other structure 
or thing used for the purposes of advertising, the sale of goods, the provision of services or other 
similar purpose without lawful authority or the consent of the Roads Authority.

This includes placing variable message signs on public roads, footpaths, or hard shoulders for the 
purpose of advertising events.

Clare County Council may without notice arrange for the removal and storage of any such 
unauthorized signs, vehicles or other structures or things and may recoup the removal and storage 
costs from the person claiming the unauthorised item. In certain circumstances, following a period 
of storage, the Council may arrange for the disposal of the unauthorised item.

The person who erects, places or retains the sign or advertisement and the person on whose behalf 
the sign or advertisement is exhibited shall be guilty of an offence and is liable to prosecution.

Further Information 
Further information outlining the obligations placed on landowners and occupiers under the Roads 
Act 1993 is available at the address below:-

Clare County Council, Roads & Transportation Department, Áras Contae an Chláir,  
New Road, Ennis, Co. Clare, V95DXP2.

Tel: 065 6846333 Email: roads@clarecoco.ie

BURREN RAMBLE TIME 
2024

ENQUIRIES TO 087 6260301
YOUR SUPPORT IS VALUED AND APPRECIATED BY OUR LIFEBOAT CREWS

Come on out to the Waters and the Wild of the 
finest landscape there is on the planet.

WHEN
This year’s Ramble will take place on 

Sunday 1 September
WHERE

The 8km (approx) Ramble this year will be in the 
beautiful Famine Road at the foot of Mullaghmore 
Mountains. The old road nestles into the landscape 

and once was the road from Ennis to Kinvara.

WHAT TIME
Parking will be from 11am in a meadow field with 

the Ramble hitting on out at 12 noon

HOW TO GET THERE - PLEASE NOTE:
Base Camp for parking is near Lough Bunny

 on the R460 between Gort and Corofin H91 RH3E

All proceeds to the 
RNLI LIFEBOATS

ANIMALS/LIVESTOCK

ENGLISH SPRINGER PUPS 8
weeks Friday. Top Gun Breeding.
Vaccinated and microchipped. 087
057 1808.

WAN T E D - C A T T L E -
HORSES We also buy lame and
culled cows and cattle. Also
wanted, all kinds of horses, cobs
and ponies. 087 6681171

FARM/GARDEN

60 SILAGE BALES for sale near
Ennistymon for €35 each. Calls
only to Patricia on 089 980 0905.

SMALL SQUARE BALES of
straw for sale. Delivered. Contact
M McLoughlin. Mobile 087 411
4589.

FARM MACHINERY
FOR SALE Farm Machinery
Cattle Box. 10' x 5'. Contact 089
213 3465.

FOR SALE
E N CERTIFIED SEPTIC
TANKS supplied and installed
wi t h cer t ifica t ion . Contact
McGrath Precast, 065 683 5125.

TUITION

GERMAN GRINDS available
from experienced teacher and state
examiner. Tel: 086 803 6384.

FENCING

FENCE POSTS AND PANELS
for sale. Plain or rock face finish.
Contact McGrath Quarries 065
683 5125.

RICHARD HAYES
Cornmarket Street, Ennis

Call out service
Tel. 065 6824588 

087 2544121

Washing Machines
Cookers 

Tumble Dryers 
Fridges 

Vacuum Cleaners etc 

FOR EXPERT REPAIR TO

USEFUL SERVICES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
available. Quality work assured.
Tel: Tom 087 775 1659 / 065 683
7107.

OIL TANK REPLACEMENT
SERVICES water removed, tanks
moved , free quotation, free
inspection. Kevin Allard 087
2534391.

PAUL LEONARD TREE SERV-
ICES Fully insured - NTPC
certified. Own cherry picker.
Crusheen, Co Clare. 086 808 1032
paulleonardcrusheen@gmail.com.

SEPTIC TANKS: Cleaned
promptly and efficiently. Same day
cleaning. Licence No. NCP/
LK/159/06C. Contact Septan
(Murphy's) Barntick, Clarecastle.
Tel: 065 683 8292 / 087 839 6757.

1 ALL TYPES OF POWER
WASHING: Slatted sheds, houses,
footpaths, patios, roofs. Gutters
emptied, fascia/soffit cleaned.
Drains unblocked / cleaned. All
done to the highest standard.
Contact Pat Joe 086 1655862.

EGGS/POULTRY

MARTINS POULTRY attending
Saturday August 31st, Gort Square,
10.15am - 11am; Ennis Market
11.30am - 1.30pm. Rhode Island
red point-of-lay pullets, rare breed
hens, growing broilers, ducklings,
growing turkeys. Fully vaccinated.
Call 091 841079 / 087 232 0690.

FUEL/TURF

GOOD BLACK TURF (Serious
heat) for sale. Medium or large
loads, also bags. Also bags of turf
and timber. Kiln dried. Deliver or
collect. Stored dry in shed, no dust.
087 163 0608.

TOP SOIL

SCREENED TOP SOIL: Excel-
lent quality. Large amounts del-
ivered. Tel: 065 683 5125.

ARTIC, RIGID, COACH, JEEP
AND TRAILER School Car
(choice of manual and automatic)
and your own car driving lessons
available. Nessan School of Motor-
ing 061 317122 www.nessan.ie.

SCHOOL OF 
MOTORING

MOTORS/CYCLES

FOR SALE CITROEN CS Diesel
2010 with NCT. Contact 089 213
3465.

FOR SALE Nissan Juke 2016. 1.5
diesel. In mint condition. NCT
tested. Fully serviced and valeted.
Contact 086 248 0673.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED)

NOTICE OF DIRECT PLANNING APPLICATION TO AN BORD 
PLEANÁLA IN RESPECT OF A STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE 

DEVELOPMENT, COUNTY CLARE

In accordance with Section 182A of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), FuturEnergy Knockshanvo Designated Activity 
Company gives notice of its intention to make an application to An Bord Pleanála for permission for a development in the townlands 
of Lakyle, Knockdonagh, Castlebank, Cloghera, Roo West, Drumsillagh or Sallybank (Merritt), Glenlon South, Trough, Drumsillagh or 
Sallybank (Parker) and Ballykeelaun, Co. Clare.
The proposed development will consist of the provision of the following:

I. The provision of underground electrical cabling (110kV) from the proposed Knockshanvo Wind Farm development to the existing
Ardnacrusha 110kV electrical substation to facilitate the connection to the national grid;

II. Provision of 14 joint bays, communication chambers and earth sheath links along the proposed underground electrical cabling route;
III. Permanent and temporary Site Drainage;
IV. Ancillary forestry felling to facilitate construction and operation of the proposed development;
V. Reinstatement of land, road and track surface above the proposed cabling trench;
VI. All related site works and ancillary development considered necessary to facilitate the proposed development.

The development subject of this application will facilitate the connection of the proposed 9 no. wind turbine Knockshanvo Wind Farm to 
the national electricity grid. A planning application for the Knockshanvo Wind Farm development is also being lodged to An Bord Pleanála.

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) have been prepared in relation to the project and 
accompany this planning application.

The planning application, Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Natura Impact Statement may be inspected free of charge or 
purchased on payment of a specified fee (which shall not exceed the reasonable cost of making such a copy) during public opening hours for 
a period of seven weeks commencing on the 12th September 2024 at the following locations: 

• The Offices of An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1.
• The Offices of Clare County Council, Áras Contae an Chláir, New Road, Ennis, Co. Clare, V95 DXP2.
• The Office of Limerick City and County Council, Dooradoyle Road, Dooradoyle, Co. Limerick, V94 WV78.

The application may also be viewed/downloaded on the following website:  www.Knockshanvogridplanning.ie   
Submissions or Observations may be made only to An Bord Pleanála (“the Board”) in writing or online at www.pleanala.ie, 64 Marlborough 
Street, Dublin 1 during the above-mentioned period of seven weeks relating to: 

(i) The implications of the proposed development for proper planning and sustainable development, and
(ii) The likely effects on the environment of the proposed development, and
(iii) The likely effects of the proposed development on a European site, if carried out.

Any submissions/observations must be accompanied by a fee of €50 (except for certain prescribed bodies) and must be received by the Board 
not later than 5.30 p.m. on the 31st October 2024. 

Such submissions/observations must also include the following information: 
• The name of the person making the submission or observation, the name of the person acting on his or her behalf, if any, and the address to 

which any correspondence relating the application should be sent, 
• The subject matter of the submission or observation, and 
• The reasons, consideration and arguments on which the submission or observation is based in full (Article 217 of the Planning and

Development Regulations 2001, as amended, refers)

Any submissions or observations which do not comply with the above requirements cannot be considered by the Board. The Board may at its 
absolute discretion hold an oral hearing on the application (refer to ‘A Guide to Public Participation in Strategic Infrastructure Development’ 
at www.pleanala.ie). 

The Board shall, in respect of an application under section 182A for approval of the proposed development, make its decision within a 
reasonable period of time and may, in respect of such application:
(a) approve the proposed development,
(b) make such modifications to the proposed development as it specifies in the approval and approve the proposed development as so

modified,
(c) approve, in part only, the proposed development (with or without specified modifications of it of the foregoing kind), or
(d) refuse to approve the proposed development.

Any enquiries relating to the application process should be directed to the Strategic Infrastructure Development Section of An Bord Pleanála 
(Tel. 01-8588100).

A person may question the validity of any such decision of the Board by way of an application for judicial review, under order 84 of the 
Rule of the Superior Courts (S.I. No. 15 of 1986, as amended by S.I. No. 691 of 2011), in accordance with Section 50 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 as amended. Practical Information on the review mechanism can be accessed on the Boards website (www.pleanala.
ie)  under the following heading: Legal Notices – Judicial Review Notice. This information is also available on the Citizens Information 
Service website www.citizensinformation.ie.  

PLANNINGS

I ARISE TO COMPLETE MY TASK 

If you are reading this so are your potential customers!
Contact 

The Clare Champion Advertising Team

065 686 4150
E. sales@clarechampion.ie

www.clarechampion.ie

SPORT

See page 5

Friendly Face

Dancing for DanPHOTOGRAPHS

See Sport, pages 13-22

Stateside Silverware

LIVING

See Living, page 2

Mister Mescal

CC, AUGUST 23, 2024

See page 21

NEWS

Based at Shannon Family 

Resource Centre, Olga 

Orlova is a Ukrainian 

Support Worker, helping 

the large number of 

people based in the area 

who fled their war-torn 

home country. Olga speaks 

Russian, which allows her 

to communicate with the 

Ukrainians. 

Clare born, Paul Mescal 

Senior, makes his return 

to the stage later this 

month for a limited run in 

the smash hit play ‘Are Ya 

Dancing?’ The play, which 

takes a deep dive into the 

showband era, will make 

its national debut at The 

Olympia Theatre from 

Tuesday, August 27.

Clare footballer Eoin 

Cleary capped a four month 

stay in Chicago with a 

North American Football 

Championship winners 

medal. Though he missed 

being in Croke Park to 

watch his brother Conor 

win an All-Ireland Hurling 

Final  medal, he says the 

experience was priceless.

Toes were tapping and the 

music was mighty during 

the Dan Furey Festival in 

Labasheeda at the weekend. 

We captured some of the 

colour from the event. 

Options aplenty regardless 

of results for exam students

Works on walking trail brought forward

Dan Danaher

TWO sections totalling 5.5 kilo-

metres of a popular 14 kilometre 

North Clare walking trail will 

be closed from this Thursday to 

facilitate improvements works 

following two fatal accidents in 

recent months.

Clare Local Development 

Company has announced the 

temporary closure of two parts 

of the Cliffs of Moher walking 

trail from Hags Head to Doolin, 

which is one of the most widely 

used walking trails by locals and 

visitors in the county for safety 

reasons.

In fact, trail enhancement 

works that Clare County Council 

had proposed to undertake later 

this year have been brought for-

ward to commence in the coming 

weeks, to make the trail as safe as 

possible for walkers and ensure it 

can remain open into the future. 

Walkers will no longer be able 

to use  a 5 kilometre section, from 

Hags Head up to 1km south of the 

Visitor Centre  and a short 500m 

section, one kilometre north 

of the Visitor Centre from this 

Thursday. 

Public access will be prevented 

by the installation of fencing and 

high visibility signage at relevant 

points on the trail. 

Trail closure signage will also 

be erected on public approach 

roads and further information 

will be provided online. Walkers 

will be able to access sections of 

the trail from the COM Visitor 

Centre site north and south and 

coming from Doolin. 

However, through-access 

from Doolin to Hags Head will be 

suspended until remedial works 

are completed by Clare County 

Council. As these works can only 

be undertaken with landowner 

permission, the future reopen-

ing of the closed trail sections 

will depend on agreement being 

reached between landowners 

and the Council, and the comple-

tion of essential works. 

Emergency services will be 

facilitated to access the closed 

sections, should the need arise. 

CLDC and Clare IFA will be 

meeting with trail landowners 

this week to discuss the planned 

closure and the future of the trail. 

CLDC hopes that the trail 

closures will be short-term and 

that agreement can be reached 

between landowners and Clare 

County Council to reopen in the 

near future. Updates on progress 

will be circulated in the weeks 

ahead. 

Continued on page 2

Jessica Quinn

AS hundreds of students across 

County Clare prepare to receive 

their Leaving Cert results this 

Friday they are being reminded 

that whatever their grades there 

are plenty of options for their fu-

ture.
Ahead of the much anticipated 

release of the results retired dep-

uty principal of Rice College John 

Burns, who has spent 30 years 

in education, outlines his ‘Ten 

Commandments’ for Leaving 

Cert day. 

“Get them as early as you can 

either online or at the school. 

Open them... don’t torture your-

self. It’s better to have some 

trusted friend, parent or teacher 

with you. Read them slowly and 

carefully.

“Don’t zoom in on any one that 

you did not do as well as you ex-

pected to. Calmly calculate your 

points. Your career guidance 

teacher will help here. Realise 

that with whatever points you 

got you do have choices.

“Your second or third CAO 

option may be calling you if you 

didn’t get the points for your first 

choice.

“If you have done really well... 

rock on with your plans. If your 

results are a lot lower than ex-

pected... pause... breathe. This 

is not an assessment of you as a 

person or even of your unique 

giftedness and talents. They 

are simply a snapshot and these 

type of exams do not suit every-

one. There is a path ahead for 

you. Perhaps you can repeat, do 

a PLC, move into apprentice-

ships or into the workforce.

“If you are upset please, please 

do not keep this to yourself. Your 

parents adore you far more than 

this hiccup. Believe in your bright 

future, seek advice and plough 

on.”
Continued on page 2

Bus plan a 

Bridge too 

far for upset 

parents 

Owen Ryan 

THERE is anger and upset 

around Sixmilebridge, Newmar-

ket and Cratloe, as the move to 

scrap dedicated local school bus 

services and put children onto 

public services is already on the 

brink of failure before the school 

year even begins.

The mood is particularly bad 

around Sixmilebridge where 

the plan is to have hundreds of 

children get on to buses around 

McGregor’s in the village in a rel-

atively short space of time.

While parents insist that the 

new scheme will be a flop, there 

seems to also be an acknowl-

edgement of the potential flaws 

in the scheme at official level, 

as St Caimin’s in Shannon have 

already been asked to be lenient 

about students arriving late when 

school resumes.

A protest is being planned to 

take place at 7.20am at McGre-

gor’s  in Sixmilebridge on Thurs-

day morning with the reason for 

the early start being to show the 

chaos that organisers believe will 

result around that time when the 

schools reopen next week. 

As it stands 282 students at-

tending Shannon schools are to 

get on five buses at McGregors, 

over a staggered 35 minute pe-

riod. Another 50 are to go to 

Limerick from McGregor’s on 

two single decker buses and one 

mini bus. Another 12 will go to 

Ennis by mini bus.

Edel Rafferty is the mother of 

three boys who go to school in 

Shannon and has been involved 

in the local campaign for a re-

think. 
On Wednesday she said that 

they want the former service to 

be restored, although she accepts 

that’s unlikely to happen in the 

short term. 

“The biggest aim is to get back 

to the traditional bus system but 

the buses possibly aren’t there for 

that now.”

She says that failing the 

scrapping of the current plan, a 

number of other measures are 

required. 

“As it stands now every child 

in Sixmilebridge will be getting 

on a bus at McGregor’s, and over 

a short space of time, we don’t 

think that’s safe. 

“There would also be buses 

around the same time going to 

Ennis and Limerick as well. We 

are looking for the bus to stop in 

a few different places so the col-

lection points are spread out, so 

everyone isn’t in the same spot, 

just to make it safer.

“Also we want the times to be 

better. There are five different 

times, one double decker is to 

leave here at 7.50am, the plan 

is to load that with 70 people, go 

over and back to Shannon, and 

be back here at 8.25am, which 

we don’t think is possible. 

“Even if it d
oes leave here at 

8.25am, a double decker bus 

bringing 76 children to school, 

they won’t be inside the school 

door at 8.50am. It’s not going to 

work.”

Continued on page 3

Tourists take in the views at the Cliffs of Moher on Wednesday afternoon.   

Photograph by John Kelly

Sixmilebridge parents to protest over 

‘urban solution to a rural problem’
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